
MR. OLIF JOHNSOR, PORT ADGPILES, WASH., 

AUGUST 3, 1895. 

(Interviewed by R icha rd  Rathbun). 

Is a Norwegian. Has been i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  

20 years and i n  the S t r a i t s  o f  R c a  12  years. 

Q. Now, the d i f f e r e n t  kinds o f  salmon you 

have here  i n  the  S t ra i t s  o f  Fuca are the tyee,  

the sockeye, the dog salmon, humpback, coho and 

steelhead? 

A .  Yes, sir. 

&. When does the sockeye salmon run? 

A.  The sockeye general ly  run J u l y  and the 

l a t t e r  end o f  June. 

Q. How l a t e  does i t  run, l a t e r  than Ju ly?  

A. Yes, s i r  - w e l l ,  we get them nor. He 

star ts  i n  i n  J u l y  and the l a t t e r  end o f  June some 

years and some years a l i t t l e  l a ter  and some 

years a l i t t l e  e a r l i e r .  

e. 
A. He s t a y s  here a couple o f  m n t h s .  

Q. 

A. Sometimes i n  the  mouth o f  t h e  rivers. 

Xow long does he run i n  the  S t r a i t s ?  

Where do you ca tch  them? 

Q. What r i v e r s ?  

A. E l w h a  River. 

Q. Chambers River too?  
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A. 

e. 
River? 

A. 

Q* 
A. 

No, re dont g e t  them the re  much. 

Does the  sockeye FUI~ up the mwha 

Ho, sir. 

Does it  run up any o f  these rivers? 

No,  it dont go i n  any r i v e r s  here on 

the southern side of the  S t r a i t s .  

Q. Do you find many o f  them i2 the  s a l t  

rater along t he  southern s i d e  o f  t he  S t ra i t s?  

A. Oh, yes; that is where re g e t  them; we 

dont ge t  them i n  t h e  f r e s h  r a t e r  a t  a l l .  

Q. They \&nt  get t he  sockeye around Port 

Townsend? 

A. Yes, sir; they ge t  them there  too. 

e. They say they dont. 

A. They g e t  a few, but not many. 

Q. How do they came in and where do they 

go t o 4  

A.  Well, we g e t  them here,  and I thin!! 

they go r i g h t  across here somewheres. 

know exac t ly  where they go to ,  but I dont 

bel ieve  t hey 'go  up the Sound. much. 

they go across here somewheres. 

I dont 

1 think 
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Q. m a t  I have been t o l d  is they came in 

around Cape F l a t t e r y  and come down towards 

C l a l l m  Bay and then go across? 

A. Well, t he re  might be such a thing, but 

r e  ge t  them here a l l  r i g h t .  

Q. That is important t o  know. O f  course 

your sockeye here is the  same as t he  sockeye 

i n  the  Fraser River? 

A. Yea, exact ly .  

Q. How abundant a re  they here? 

A. Oh, wel l ;  sanetimes we can g e t  a 

thousand o f  them, but  cannot ge t  so very many, 

but sometimes I have seen about a hundred taken 

in one day. 

Q. Mr. Hume a t  the cannery says he cannot 

g e t  them along here. He means 1. suppose in  b i g  
a 

enough q m t i t e s .  

A. No; he cannot get them that way. All 

the sockeyes I have seen c a w h t  here a r e  taken 

by the t r o l l i n g  l i n e s ;  that is t h e  way re get 

them here. I have never seen any caught by 

se ines .  

Q. Do you see t h e m  caught by g i l l  n e t s  
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A-  yes, somethes ,  but not marry. 

e. m e r e  would they se t fhose  g i l l  ne t s?  

A. O h ,  ou t  here In the bay, ou t s ide  the  

l i g h t  house. But they a r e  not v e r y  p l e n t i f u l  

here - sockeyes a r e  not  as any of  the  others .  

Q. Do you know anything about t h e  sockeye8 

on the Vancouver s ide?  

A. No, I dont know anything a b u t  them. 

You see, here 2 years ago there  w a s  p l e n t y  of 

them here; that  is sockeyes, but there  was a 

l a r g e  share of  them dead i n  t he  r a t e r .  

Q. what time o f  year was tha t?  

A. About t h i s  time o f  year  o r  a l i t t l e  

e a r l i e r .  

Q. What k i l l e d  them? 

A. I dont know. I be l ieve  e i t h e r  

t h e r e  had been sane explosion In  t h e  water or a 

w h a l e  had run them i n  the surf and got their  

gills full o f  sand. 

Q. Did you find them more than one day 

dead? 

A. m8Y were drifting for severdl  reeks  

you toad load a big Ship W i t h  them, dead and 

floating on the rater a couple of years am, of 
tlockeyes. 
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Q- Did there used t o  be another cannery 

here? 

A. Bo; not here. 

Q. Where waa the neares t  cannery? 

A. There has been one a t  Clallam Bay. 

Q- mt kind o f  f i s h  d id  they pu t  ul., do 

you know? 

A. No, I dont know exact ly ,  but I believe 

this Hume, he ought t o  know. I believe that 

aome o f  h i s  f i r m  was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  the sannery. 

was e i t h e r  a cousin o r  bro ther  o f  t h i s  fellow 

had i t*  

Q. When did they 8 t O p  i t?  

A. Oh, 6 or 7 years ago. 

Q. You have been i n  t h i s  country 12 years4 

A. Pes, sir. 

Q. A t  th i s  place? 

A. no; I l i v e d  below 14 miles 5 o r  6 

years 

e. The sockeye salmon is the o n l y  one they 

rare f o r  In the  Fraser River  and they are et- 

ting very large qunn t i t i e s .  

A* They are getting t h e m  there novo 

0. They get t h e m  among the  San Juan 

1 ~ i a ~ a s 9  
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A m  Yes; a f e r ,  but not 80 much. 

e. m e n  do you have the  tyee here? 

A. Oh, the tyee starts i n  t o  run -- the 

f irst  we see o f  them is i n  t h e  l a t t e r  end o f  

May. 

Q. Do you get them as ea r ly  as January 

and February here? 

A. NO. 

e. m e n  a r e  they most abundant4 

A. I n  June. 

Q. Get some a l l  surmer? 

A. W e l l ,  once i n  a while. Well, we get 

them up t o  about August, but i t  is hard t o  get 

any a f t e r  that .  

Q. Do you ge t  a fa l l  run? 

A. No; not  of  tyee. When they come down 

here we c a l l  them hookbi l ls .  

Q. Of couree the  hookbi l l  is always the 

male f ish,  and all salmon become more o r  l e s s  

hook b ill ed . 
A. Afte r  he has spawned, yes, o f  course. 

Q. 

A. Oh, i n  Ootober and Novmber, the f i r e t  

When do you g e t  them? 

part of lPbwmber. 

0. Are t u p  the mame as the tyee? 
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A. No, they are smaller.  

Q. Are they dog salmon? 

A. No. These h o o k b i l l s ;  well  i t  seems t o  

me they a r e  more l i k e  a soc!ceye. 

e. Dont they have any spot8 o n  them? 

A. No; they a r e  red almost. They turn 

red outside.  You see the s c a l e s  wear off and 

then  they t u r n  kind o f  red. 

Q. men do you have the humpback salmon? 

A. Humpback salmon starts i n  nor -- some- 
times before -- i n  J u l y  -- J u l y  ard August and 

fo re  p a r t  o f  September is the  8eason f o r  them 

here. 

Q. Are they very abundant? 

A. Sometimes you can get millions o f  them 

here -- just haul them in by mi l l ions .  

Q. How much w i l l  they neigh4 

A. Oh,  about 3 o r  4 l b s .  

Q. You g e t  some bigger  ones? 

A. Oh, yes; butnot over 4 l b s .  

Q. Hbr much do the sockeye weigh that  you 

get  here? 

A. 

Q. 

Some of them rill weigh 8 or 10 l b s .  

!hen they are moetly smaller  than 

that, aren't they? 
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A. Yes; they average about 6 o r  8 l b s .  

From 6 up to  10 Iba. 

Q. men do the dog salmon cane in9 * 

A. Oh, the dog salmon is i n  the  f a l l ,  in 

October. 

Q. How long rill they fun? 

A. The dog salmon? Well, you might find 

a s c a t t e r i n g  one now here and there ,  up the 

r i v e r s  you know. The dog salmon you can get 

until  about the  fir8t o f  December. 

Q. Are t h e y  abundant here  i n  the  salt 

water? 

A. Yes, p l e n t y  o f  them -- creek8 here used 

t o  be 80 much in the  creeks that we a c t u a l l y  

would not drink the  water in the  creeks; they 

had died and s t u n k  8 0 .  

Q. How long a r e  they in  the salt r a t e r ?  

A. Oh, they are mound -- YOU 888 t h e m  i n  

the areeke now. 

Q. m e n  do you begin to  get them i n  the 

e a l t  r a t e r ?  

A. Well, we get dog salmon right along. 

'le might get dog salmon i n  the win ter  too. 

Q. You get t h e m  in  July? 

A. Y88, we do get them, but they are not 



- 9- 
the regular dog 8-n then. Yon see, dog 

salmon he is white in  the f lesh  a l l  the time, 

but he looks a l i t t l e  more respectable as long 

a s  he stays in  the salt ra te r ,  andgou could 

hardly t e l l  hfm from m y  other salmon unless 

you are used to it, but rhen be gets  i n  the 

fresh water, that is why he fee ls  so bad. 

e. 'rrtzat is the time you get him i n  the 

s a l t  water? 

A. well, he dieanpears about the first 

of December and he does not ahor up again dur- 

ing the sumner. 

Q. How early i n  the sut~ner? 

A, You might get one about lday o r  June 

rhen the big tyee run a ta r t s  in; you can get 

one once In  a while among them. 

Q. When are they the most abundant? 

A. Oh, about nor and l a t e r  on, about the 

month of Ootober you may flnd t m e e  then out 

on the beach a l l  around- 

0. When do you get  the cohof 

A* Well; that is the e i lve r  salmon YOU 

mean? 

Q. res. 

A. He ought t o  be here n o w ,  but he is not* 
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'le are e q e c t i n g  them r i g h t  n o w ,  as t h i s  is 

his  t h e .  

Q- How long w i l l  he 8 tay here? 

A. Oh,  he rill s t a y  around u n t i l  about 

October. We can ge t  s i l v e r  ealmon here u n t i l  

i n  October. The l a t t e r  p a r t  of' October we can 

get  them. 

Q. Are they comon here i n  the sa l t  r a t e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  a i r .  Oh, s i l v e r  salmon, he 

o f t e n  goes up the  creeks and r i v e r s .  

Q. Nor, the  s tee lhead;  when do you get i t?  

A. In the middle o f  t he  winter  i n  salt  

water. They go up the  f resh r a t e r s  too. We 

get them in the r i v e r 8  here i n  the  winter -- 
JLIsnaarY, February, Llarch and April. 

Q. Do you f ind  them i n  the  sal t  r a t e r  i n  

Janusry,  February and Wrch?  

A. No; i n  the rivers. 

0. How late bo you find them in the  salt  

r a t e r ?  

A. well, I dont know. I dont think there 

kaa anybody fished f o r  them i n  the salt r a t e r ,  

they o n l y  get than i n  the r i v e r s .  

Q. that time do they go rq> the  r i v e r s ;  

What month? 
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A. Oh, they atart t o  run up i n  Februnry. 

L a i t  winter there rae quite a run o f  them in 

January and February up a t  hngeneas, and they 

run a l l  winter. 

e. well, nor, what rivers  do the salmon 

run up along here; up the B l w h a P  

A. Yea, a i r .  

Q. And up the Dungeness? 

A. You, sir. 

Q. Ana w h a t  other rivers? 

A. Oh, up Moss Creek. Of course there 

are no other river8 on th is  s i d e  that amount 

to anything except tho88 three. 

Q. The Blrha and the Dungeness are the 

biggest rivers? 

A. Yes, the two best rivers we have. 

Q. h e 6  the ty8e rtln Up those rivers? 

A. Yeu, a i r .  

Q. And the dog salmon? 

A. Pes, sir. 

Q. & the huqbnok:, and the s i l v e r  salmon 

and the eteelheatlf 

A. Yes, a ir -  

Q. But not the uoOkey8t 
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A. No, sir; re never catch the sockeye 

there . 
Q. Why dont you? 

A. I dont knon the reason rhy. Never @t 

them i n  the f'resh r a t e r  here; but I rill t e l l  

you 1 think I know why;  the t h e  the sockeye is 

here they have no spawn in them and have no 

oceasion t o  go up the rivers. If he had spam 

i n  he would go, but he ha6 not; he comes here 

very early -- he has no spam and he wiggles 

around in the Stra i t s  and then he goes over 

here and spawns; that is why. 

Q. When does the tyee go up the rivers, 

i n  the spring4 

A. Yes, we e t a r t  t o  get them in May. 

Q. 
A. 100. 

Q. 

A. Only  the dog aalmon. 

Q. blot the kumpback o r  ateelhead? 

A. No; unless they g e t  too crorded, and 

Do the tyee' die in N e  r ivers?  

Do any of them die9 

then they rill die of courue, but he would not 

die  if there was plenty of r a t e r .  

b 

A. Ye#; the majority of them die  up rhere 

bt the dog salmon always diea? 
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they are. He g e t s  so he is not a b l e  t o  get 

down. He loses his t a i l ,  and a l l  sore ,  and 

rill be spo t t ed  just  l i k e  a skunk. 

Q. mich do you consider  t he  b e e t  salmon 

you have here4 

A. me best are the  sockeY06 and t h e  tyee 

are best o f  the w h o l e  business.  

Q. You dont  care  f o r  any salmon that have * 
been in the f'resh r a t e r  long? 

A. Ho. The f a c t  is, you get  scarce1;)- any 

sockeye6 here. 'le get 8ome o f  course,  but i t  

aoes not  amount t o  anything much. 

Smith:- We rere over there  t o  g e t  some the 

other day a t  Point Roberts and rere just too 

l a t e  f o r  them. 

Q. How do they f i s h  f o r  the  salmon in the 

r i v e r a  here? 

A. Oh, they fish them by g i l l  n e t s  and 

by hooks and spearrr. 

Q. b uses spears ,  the Indians? 

A. no; the white men spear them. They 

have 4 or 5 prongs. 

simply use a hook juirt like a gaff hook. 

And the  Indians here 

0. Does anybody fish here much? 

A. Oh, p.~* 

% Bo tkay get mrnP 8ahOn* 
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A *  O h ,  yea. 

e. mt do they do with them? 

A.  Ship them here and t o  Seattle. 

Q. Do they take large quantities o f  them? 

A *  bll, you know, sunethes they used to 

get 15 or 25 in  a night with a gill net. 

Q. H o w  many men muld be fishing in these 

rivers? 

A. O h ,  2 o r  3 t o  a net. 

Q. But, how many altogether? 

A. Oh, there may be half a dozen or so  in 

the river -- half 8 dozen men -- it is  a small * 

fishery. Well, you might get as b i g  as 25 o r  

30 salmon a day. 

e. On the Fraser River they have 2,000 

nets 

A. Ye0; of course these rivers here are 

not navigable rivers l e e  that is. 

q. H o w  far up the mrha do they f i s h  for 

salmon with nets? 

A. Oh, they dont go very far up -- 2 or 3 

miles is a l l .  

0. Dungeness the same? 

A. Yea, sir.  

Q. Do they use the nets in  the s a l t  rater 

.t all? 
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A. No; not that kind o f  nete.  

e. mat do they use outside? 

A. They use different  kinds o f  nets  

outs ids  . 
e. But they are a l l  gill nets? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do they d r i f t  them or s e t  them? 

A. Some d r i f t  and sane s e t .  

Q. And the spearing rll l  be done farther 

UP? 

A. ! be  spearing  has g o t  t o  be done in the 

rivers  where they are shal low.  

Q. Do you think the cannery rill g e t  

enough fish by and by? 

A. 1 think they rill get  all he Wllnt8 

before f a l l .  If i t  should not happen t o  be 

any salmon at  a l l ,  of  course -- some years 

there are not hardly any. 

Q. This i a  one of t he  bad years is i t  not? 

A. Bo, th ie  is supposed t o  be one o f  the 

good years. 

Q. For what hind? 

A. Well, for ui lver  ealmon. 

Q. DO you have one good year every 4 year8 
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A. Bvery 3 years. 

Q. For the silver? 

A .  Yes, sir. 

4. How about the humpbacks? 

A. Oh, they are more or less every year, 

and the dog salmon the same. 

Q. With the sockeye they say they have 2 

good yeara and 2 bad years, but you dont have 

the same with the silver salmon? 

A. No; i t  is generally 3 yeara, one good 

year and 2 bad ones. 

e. You say they do a l i t t l e  f i sh ing  w i t h  

g i l l  nets here in th i s  bay; w h a t  for? Do they 

f i sh  a l l  through the season? 

A. Pes, p r e t t y  near. 

Q. One or 2 nets ,  something l i k e  that? 

A. Yes; might be 2, 3 or 4 standing in 

the bay. 

Q. 

A. No; they d r i f t  with them; they d r i f t  

They would be s e t  nets? 

all night. 

Q. They dont &rift i n  the day time? 

Q. not? 

A. %he rater is too clear. 
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q. Of course on the Fraser River they 

drift day and night. 

A. Oh, YOU; because the rater is 8 0  m a y  

there .  It  does not make any difference There 

the water is d i r t y .  Tke F1-aser River is  a 

large river and wide i n  the mouth, you know. 

Q. Have you been a t  Po in t  Roberts? 

A. Yes, a i r .  

Q. This year? 

A. NO. 

Q. W h a t  do you think o f  t he  use o f  pound 

n e t s  for salmon? 

bir. Smith:- They are t he  very ones that 

g e t  the fieh. 

0. Dont they ge t  too many f i ah?  

Smith:- well,  they p e t  them i n  th i s  way, 

they take all t h h t  comes aZong. 

M r .  Charlee P. S m i t h  is an e a s t e r n  fisher- 

man, from Lake Michigan (who anarered the 

questions that follow). 

-0. He fished in Green Bay, c lose  t o  

bcamba; has been f i s h i n g  pound n e t 8  12 Year8 

He left there  4 years 

UP there .  

Q. 

A. I am f i 8 h h g  for Hume. O d Y  had 

Are you fishing here t o o t  
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one l i t t l e  l i f t .  

Q. Whereabouts? 

A. That is over opposite Lopez Island, on 

San Juan Is land;  that is w i t h  the purse seine. 

Q. Have you t r i e d  the  purse se ine  i n  

the  S t r a i t s  here? 

A. Well, we t r i e d  i t  once a t  the l i g h t ,  

but we s t ruck  bottom there. 

Q. We a r e  v e r y  muchaintereeted t o  know 

about the use o f  purse  se ines  i n  the  S t r a i t s .  

I have heard o f  your sxfn purse se ines  before. 

We were t a l k i n g  w i t h  Capt. Gaudin o f  t h e  o the r  

s i d e  about f i s h i n g  on the  o the r  s i d e  o f  t he  

S t r a i t s .  He is t he  agent o f  the  Department o f  

Marine and Fishe r i e s  of Canada. I dont know 

whether you vere  t a l k i n g  w i t h  him o r  not?  

A. No, I dont think I was t a l k i n g  w i t h  

h i m .  I t  may have been M r .  b e .  We are t ry ing  

a t  Race Rock Island, but we s t ruck  bottom there;  

w e  got a l i t t l e  too c lose  and t h e  t i d e  was very 

strong. 

Q. mat is the only p lace  you have t r i e d  

in the  S t r a i t s ?  

A. That i 8  a l l .  f never have f iahed 

with the purae seines, but 1 know n o w  how i t  is. 
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You see when you go over  the re  t o  f i s h  you can 

f i s h  -- nor, those sockeyee, I can just  sag that 

they ought t o  have a l i t t l e  s h a l l o r  ne t  -- an 18 
fathom ne t  would. not do i n  8 fathoms of r a t e r ;  

and I be t  i f  we had a thousand i n  that n e t  we 

had a mil l ion ,  and we had t o  l e t  them all go. 

Q. The best purse  se in ing  is  i n  t h i s  

p a r t  o f  Puget Sound? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Mow, around Poin t  Roberts they dont 

use t he  purse s e i n e s  succeesfu l ly t  

A. No, I suppose not. 

Q. Have you been a t  Point  Roberts? 

A. We were just  going up there ,  but the  

head of  the f i r m  f i s h i n g  f o r  Hume got  a l e t t e r  

saying they got no f i s h  there ,  a d  8 0  he thought 

we would e tay  down here. 

& a t  is your idea on the Great Lakes 

about the  uee of eo many pound nete? 

A. Well, when we first started them, you 

knor, of c o w b e  they were a new t h ing  and re 

knew nothing about them; that is about 12  year8 

ago . 
e. were not  t he re  any pound n e t s  where 

yon were fishing before then? 
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A. No, sir. 

Q. W h a t  were you using? 

A. G i l l  nets .  The Indians could spear  

whi te f i sh  and t m u t .  The pound ne t s ,  I had 

some o f  t he  f irst  ones that c a m  out.  Of 

course they were a great  thing. You see there 

a r e  c e r t a i n  f i sh ;  c e r t a i n  runs -- now they say 

the  sockeye run i n t o  the pound net ,  but some 

fish W i l l  not run in to  a pound net .  IJow, the 

s i l v e r  salmon w i l l  2o t  run in to  a pound n e t ,  s o  

John says. Now, we f i shed  there  and we got 

whitef ish,  t r o u t  and d o r h ,  and they a r e  all 

l ead ing  f i sh ,  and by and b y  w e  cleaned them out 

and we cleaned them o u t  i n  a l l  3 lakes; and you 

may say  i n  4 years,  f o r  in Green Bay the re  w a 8  

75 pound n e t s  -- jus t  thirk o f  it! The f i s h  

came i n  shore f o r  t h e i r  food and when they came 

i n  there  they a r e  bound t o  l e a d  up aga ins t  that, 

and they cleaned them out -- and then, of course, 

the hatchery -- but the fiahermen r a n t s  a l a w  

when he 8ee8 they a r e  a l l  going, and the  S t a b  

of course, passed a l a w ;  they shall have SO big 

mesh, and so i t  w i l l  have t o  be here soon. 

Q. B u t  will t he  mesh make much d i f f e rence  

here? The sockeyes are about t he  sane size? 
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A -  well ,  i t  seems t o  me the re  a r e  not many 

s m a l l  ones among them, but the reason of  it is 

they come from such a big body o f  water, but the  

old man e t  the l i g h t  house claims they w i l l  be 

l o s t .  He s a y s  he has been here 40 years and 

has been f i s h i n g  a l l  the time, and he says they 

a r e  l e s s  every year; and nor, i f  t h a t  is so, 

then they have got t o  s t o p  those pound n e t s ;  

but y e t  i t  is a g r e a t  th ing  t o  have them; they 

ca t ch  fish -- they 6aught 12,000 the  o t h e r  day-- 

i n  one n e t  12,000 and the  o t h e r  ne t  11,000 that 

is a t  San Juan Is land  in the passage going 

up t o  f i i day  Harbor. There a r e  2 nets  a t  the 

southern po in t  of  San Juan Island. I would 

l i k e  t o  have one r ight  on Eagle Point  and f 

would scoop hhn all t o  ~ i e c e s .  We were l a y i n g  

r i g h t  i n  a t  Nor th  %gle Poin t ,  and the boys had 

a net ,  and they had i t  so full; ant they were 

s t i l l  jumping outs ide  of them, and they caught 

the bottom of the n e t  and had t o  l e t  them go. 

e. It 8e8ms t o  me they have got t o  have 

r egu la t ions  if they r a n t  t o  keep the  fish s i n g  

for a number of pears;  that  they have got t o  

U T 0  8 C l O S e  t h e ?  
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A. They have got t o  have a c e r t a i n  mesh, 

the  same a8 they had on the lakes. You know, 

w h i t e f i a h  g i l l s  i n  4 inch mesh and i t  is not 

b i g  enough. You 888, here the re  is 3 kind8 o f  

them, and, o f  course, if t h i s  -- when we used t o  

get  them, there  w a s  l ' s ,  2's and 3'8, and when 

we c o u l d  not s e l l  the 3'8 we would l e t  them go 

over t o  the manure p i l e ,  and that is just  

k i l l i n g  them, you know. Those that r e  c a l l e d  

No. 3 WOLIU be about l/4 lb. f i sh ,  and we used 

t o  s e l l  them i n  Chicago. 

Q. Have you ever been on Lake Erie?  

A. O h ,  yes. 

Q. A t  Sanduskyt 

A. No; not  j u s t  i n  there .  I was i n  E r i e .  

I saw q u i t e  a good dea l  o f  f i s h  up there ,  

although Lake Huron wa8 a good f ishlng place,  

down in the  lower p a r t  f r o m  P o r t  Huron t o  Sand 

Beach. It seems t o  m e  t he re  is a di f fe rence  

i n  the rater here -- no r a i n ;  i t  seems t he  f i sh  

rant water, and If the r i v e r s  dont run anything 

i t  8 e m s  as though the fish have some obstruc- 

tion t o  g e t t i n g  upb 

generally get about the l a t t e r  p a r t  of August 

hers, and of COUFIIO it it3 early y e t .  

The s i l v e r  sides .re 

I have 
4 
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been here 3 yeare. 

Q. m e r e  were you f ishing l a s t  year? 

A -  we were not fishing anywheres, because 

I had no rig, and W e  Were just hauling B seim 

at  Moss Creek. 

Q. Wt for? 

A. Salmon. 

e. mere would you haul a seine for salmon 

here, at  the mouths of  the areeka? 

A m  Wes; that is one place you ca- haul i t .  

Q. Yon would haul  i t  a t  the beach here? 

A. No; i t  i s  seldom you can  haul  it.  You . 
can get just as many down a t  the l i t t l e  creek 

here in the torn a8 you would a t  Moss Creek. 

Q. What salmon would you get  there mostly? 

A. Oh, mixed; s i l v e r  and humpback. T h a t  

is the o n l g  fish you can get i n  ally quantity. 

Q. Could you get  the dog salmon in quan- 

t i t y ?  

A. Well, sometimes you could get them 

there, although I have not fished much a n m y -  

We have been out 4 days and t r i e d  all Over, but 

it is sohsrd t o  get in a place where they stay.  

=ere sockeyes have d l  passed over now. me 
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canneries have got plenty, 8ome of t h e m ,  but 

some have not got 80 much. 

Q. ahere have they got them? 

A. Well, I think up a t  the Fraser River 

they have got so much. I think they said 

they had those trap8 so full they c o u l d  not get  

any more in. 

Q. Have you done any s a l t  water f ishing 

here for halibut, or anything of that sort? 

A. No, sir. We had 2 fellows here 

working th i s  last 2 gears, and they fished for 

halibut 

JOHTJSON. 

8.  How about the f ishing f o r  other killds 

o f  fish? Do they catch any halibut around 

here? 

A. O h ,  yes, plenty. 

Q. mere do they f i s h  for  them? 

A. Oh, about 4 miles above, at  Green Point 

and they f i s h  right acros8 here, and there is 

another bank a t  Point Cre~cent, Lisle River 

bank they call it, and then there is another 

bank a t  Clallam Bay, P i l l a r  Point. 

Do they get  many halibut? Q. 

A. Yea, a i r ;  cranetimes you can get  5,000 
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o r  6,000 lbs. 

8.  A t  one l i f t?  

A. No; not  i n  one a e t .  You can get 

2,000 lb8. i n  a s e t .  The schooners from 

S e a t t l e  do not f i s h  here;  they go outs ide.  

8.  m a t  bo they 1188 here, small boat87 

A. Eo; sloops,  about 4 OF 5 tons. 

Q. How many men are f i s h i n g  f o r  halibut? 

A. Two, general ly;  two on a sloop. 

Q. How many sloops? 

A. Oh, any number o f  them. I be l ieve  

the re  must be over 100 sloops all t o l d  here,  

between Cape F l a t t e r y  and Tornsend- 

Q. What do they do, use t r o t  l i n e s ?  

A. No; set  l i n e s .  

Q. That is what I meant, se t  l i n e s .  

A. Pes. 

e. What do they us8 for b a i t ?  

A. H e r r i w .  

Q. Where do they g e t  them? 

A. Oh, a t  the island,and o f f  here. 

They seine them. 

Q. mt do they do w i t h  t he  halibut they 

c a  toh? 

A, They sell it  f’resh. 
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Q* neret ibo~ta?  

A* Here in  the f i s h  market they sell  SO^, 

and in Port T o ~ s s ~ ~ ,  Seattle,  Tacoma, and 

send aome east .  

Q* 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. mat ri l l  they weigh? 

A. From 20 t o  100 ibs. 

Q. Have you ever seen the halibut from 

A r e  the hallbut gotten inside hereY 

mattery Bank? 

A. Pes, a i r .  

Q. Which are the best, those out there 

or those inside? 

A. We claim these halfbut are better; 

they are harder and firmer. 

Q. 

of them in? 

How deep rater do you cet the most 

A. Oh, 25 or 30 fathoms of rater. 

Q. Are they just as camnon as  when you 

first came here? 

A. ‘Arere were more then than nor -- they 

are getting less gbundant. 

plentiftxl gte they used t o  be in hem, but o u t  

aide  they are. 

TfiW are not 

e. I aont set) w h y  they ace not  a8 abundant 
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A. Oh, they have been picked up; they are 

not a8 plent i fu l  as they used to be. 

e. What other f i s h  do you get here i n  s a l t  

rater? 

A *  Dog f ish.  

e. What do you do r i t h  them? 

A .  Fish them for the l i vers ,  and make o i l  

o f  them. Then cod. 

Q. Where d o  they catch codfish? 

A. A l l  around, everywheres. 

Q. Vou mean the common cod, the same 

as you ?et in  EJorwayP 

A. KO. 

Q. How do they d i f f er?  

A. These are a different kind of f i sh .  

Q These common cod are the same as you 

get i n  f?orray? 

A. No, sir. 

lhat is the difference? 

A .  They have not so big  a head. You can 

put a coIIIIIK)n f i s h  i n  his  mouth, o f  these here. 

Q. 

A. Well, that i a  What I am talking about. 

Q. 

You are not talklng about the l i n g  cod? 

with one f i n  along h l s  back? 

A. Yes, a i r .  
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And not 3 fins? 

NO 

Have they any teeth? 

Yes; almost l i ke  a bull dog. 

What is  the  co lo r ,  red blotches  on 

the aide? 

A. Yes, sir .  

e- Did you ever see any Nonay cod over 

here? 

A. Well, ne get  some, but they are  very 

s m a l l ,  about 2 f e e t  long; weigh 3 to 5 l b s .  

They have a t i p  on the jar; those are Norway 

cod. 

e. What other  kinds of f i s h  do you g e t  

here7 

A. &en, we get th i s  flounder, and rock 

cod. 

Q* 
A. 

Q* 
A. 

Q 
A. 

Q- 
A. 

Many k i n d s  of rock cod? 

Oh, we g e t  some bass here. 

Get any m e l t ?  

Yes, sir. 

Anc hov I e a? 

Pes, eir. 

A r e  they very comrron? 

Ao; re can get quite p lenty  of thm, 
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thoueh- are p l e n t y  r ight  nor. r @e88 

a man could  g e t  a boat load in the  b a y  nor. 

Q* Do YOU know they m a k e  sardines? 

' A *  Oh, Yea; they make fine sardines. 

Q. 

A. O h ,  nobody is working a t  i t .  They 

Why dont you put them up? 

have not g o t  the ma te r i a l  t o  s t a r t  i t ;  Then 

r e  have what re call Spanish mackerel here. 

mat are they? 
A. I dont  know jus t  w h a t  they are. 

Q. You have none on hand? 

A *  NO- 

Q. Do you get  any sturgeon here. 

A. Yes, lots of  them. 

Q. Do you do anythin3 r i t h  them? 

A. Bo; just k i l l  them f o r  t he  l i v e r .  

Occasionally we get  ms% once in a while one in  

the  fish bine, but r e  never fish f o r  them. 

Q. YOU dont get many black cod here? 

A. NO, black cod is not very mch. 

Q. &e the  he r r ing  good t o  eat? 

A. Yes* 

Q. Oood as Haway herring? 

A* NO. 

q. What a m  they, too small? 
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A- TOO poor. The s i z e  is a l l  r ight .  

e. How long  do they grow? 

A. Oh, you can Get her r ing  here  6 o r  8 

Inches long. 

How long do you get  them i n  Horrayf 

A. O h ,  we can ge t  them there  12  inches 

long. Great b i g  f a t  ones, almost l i k e  pork.  

e. People dont e a t  them here? 

A. Oh, yea, they do e a t  a l o t  o f  them. 

But you see the herring you ge t  here a r e  spawned 

herr ing.  You dont ge t  then when they have t& 

fat  in  t h e i r  belly. 

Q. What time of year do you get  them? 

A. NOW. 

Q. Are they spawning nor? 

A. Y88. 

Q. DO YOU have capelan i n  Nomay? 

A. SO* 

Q. 

A.  Yes, big ones; r i g h t  here-  are 

DO you get any crab8 here? 

quite camon. 

Q. How many kindst  

A. Oh, 2 o r  3 kinds; 1 dont know e x a c t l y  

*st they C a l l  thm* 
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Q. Could I see them? 

A -  you could, providing i t  w4s not blow-' 

ing hard. you can see them from the rharvea. 

Q- 
A.  

Q* 
A. 

Q- 
A. 

&. 

A. 

Q* 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
long do 

A. 

Do you g e t  any prams or shrimps hem? 

No* we 0 d . y  ge t  bullheads here. 

But the shrimps? 

No, I never saw any. 

C l a m s ?  

Y e s ;  they are common. 

How many kinds have you here9 

R o  kinds  that I know of .  

Do you sell them a t  the market a t  all? 

Yes, but no t  nor- 

When do you use them? 

Oh, about 2 months f r o m  nor. 

You begin 2 months from nor, and how 

they laet?  

Well; at  l eas t  we dont r a n t  them here 

but f o r  3 months i n  the market. 

e. What month89 

A. June, july and August. 

Q. Oet any oysters here? 

A. Get no oysters  a t  a l l .  

f i s h  t o  g e t  2 l b s .  in weight; that is on the 
!&sat Xt,ar3ce~ 


